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A. General Information
Project Title:

Environmental Education Program in Al Wallajah village

Project Location:

Al Wallajah Village/ Ansar center

Project start date:

October 1, 2017

Reporting period:

From:

Report Date:

Project end date:

February 1, 2018

Till:

May 15, 2018

September 29, 2018

May 15, 2018

Significant information/indicators related to the project success
We began this report by thanking 1for3.org and the Palestine Foundation for their ongoing support
of partnership, especially during such difficult time. With what the Palestinians are going thorough
these days, commemorating the 70th year of the Nakba, moving the U.S Embassy to Jerusalem, and
the ongoing attacks by the occupation on almost every aspect of our lives, the type of work we do is
very much needed. It is not about a project to fund or an activity to hold, our work is about
empowering communities and protecting our dignity. Every think we have done together for all
these years is still there, developing and making real change on people’s lives. This is due to your
support and to our strategy that to involve the communities in the process and have them own it
and be proud of it.
Regarding our role in the Al-Walaja Village, we are very proud of our accomplishments. One of the
most important activities of the Environment Unit during the last four months was the recycling
workshops. These were very successful workshops and a great chance to show the residents of the
community the work done by the Unit, as well as the ongoing water testing and agricultural
activities. [Photo #1-4: Recycling of non organic materials, and agricultural activities in the village]

Here are some links that explains the developing of the political situation in the village:
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-to-cut-palestinian-village-from-farm-landswater-source-1.5466008
https://vimeo.com/80599955.

Total

beneficiaries of the current phase:

Since we started the work in Al Walaja, we focused all of our energy on the youth. This is based on
our model in Aida Camp which is a successful example. Right now we have 30 participants between
the ages 13-17 years old, involved in water testing programs, recycling, agriculture, and environment
and health education. [Photos # 5-12: The activities of the environmental unit at Lajee center in
Aida camp, including agricultural, greenhouses, water testing, recycling of organic and non organic
materials, educational field trips, and the new project of the community health workers in Aida and
Alazzah camps]

The people of Al-Walaja are also involved in the process in an indirect way through attending
workshops and lectures on water testing and quality, health and environmental education. They are
also in the process of receiving seeds and plants for their lands, and outdoor gardens that are made
by the unit in the village from recycled materials. [Photos #13-14: Water testing in Al Wallajah
village]

Now, the participants are in stage where they can reach out to their communities and neighboring
communities to present the work and recruiting volunteers and getting support. From our
experience in Aida Camp, this is a great way to get the community excited about their work and find
ways to be involved. Moreover, the health and environmental education that we are giving in the
schools is highly appreciated and expanding our circle of participants in the coming years. [Photos #
15-16: Environmental activities and meetings in UNRWA schools]

The director of the environment unit in Alwallajah village (Lubna Hajajlah) received training in
environment workshops and completed a training course in recycling so as to broaden the capacities
for managing the unit, and participated in different competitions and workshops in environmental
leadership. [Photos # 17-18: Lubna Hajajlah received training in environment workshops in Aida
and Al Wallajah village]

The main outcomes and impact that have been undertaken:
Through the development and the implementation of this program, the students will have a
considerable knowledge of the causes and effects of the main environmental problems that Al
Wallajah village faces. This includes knowing how to implement simple, local-scale and affordable
solutions to the environmental problems. Additionally, students have begun to share the knowledge
that they have gained about the environment with their families and members of the community,
including in their local schools.
Since the implementation of the project, the unit changed the mentality of the students that affect
their community: the program provided for more awareness about the environment hands on
approaches to act upon. For example the students never throw trash on the street of the village; also
the students become expert in recycling so this will reduce the problem of growing amounts of
garbage and waste in the environment. Moreover, the students now can cultivate in their lands, and
are empowered through the knowledge of planting. These skills make the community more selfsustainable, the students also acquired knowledge on various environmental and science topics and
skilled in water testing, and analysis the process and the results.

Information on shortcomings, delays or changes in project actions
Activities and results:
Activity 1:Volunteer day
Location and date: Al Wallajah village, February2, 2018
Number of participants: 18 students
Results: The students of the unit in cooperation with the cleaners and women from the village
completed clean-up activities around the village. This kind of activity is beneficial to motivate
the residents to keep the village clean.
Activity 2:Lecture about the greenhouses
Location and date: Lajee Center, February9, 2018
Number of participants: 15 women
Results:The women from the village attended the lecture by the specialist engineer about the
greenhouses and their affect on the environment at the Lajee Center. The lecture also included
information on maintaining the plants. The specialist provided a question and answer period for
the women. This video, still growing, shows the project of the greenhouses in the camp.
Activity 3:Water testing
Location and date: Al Wallajah village, February 16, 2018
Number of participants: four groups
Results: Students collected water samples from households and from the water springs in the
village to check for bacteria such as coliform or E. Coli. The water was also tested for residual
chlorine.
Activity 4:Workshop about the results of the project
Location and date:Al Wallajah village, February 23, 2018
Number of participants: 35 students
Results: A workshop was conducted to discuss the results of the project and what the students
from Al Wallajah and Aida camp could do together in future projects.

Activity 5:Work on the garden of Lajee Center on Land Day
Location and date: The garden of Lajee Center , March 2, 2018
Number of participants: 50 students
Results: We gave a lecture to the students about Land Day and Palestinian Environment Day,
then, we worked in the garden cleaning, weeding, and planting seeds.
Activity 6: Field trip to Jericho
Location and date: Jericho city, March 9, 2018
Number of participants: 25 students
Results: The students of the environment unit of Al Wallajah village went for a trip to Jericho to,
first visit the Al Auja center to receive information about the water resources in Palestine, and
then visit important places related to biodiversity in Palestine. They also took water samples
from the spring and did some hiking.
Activity 7:Workshop for women on Mother’s Day
Location and date: lajee Center, March21, 2018
Number of participants: Ten houses
Results: The women participated in an environmental competition. Also, the women were
provided with a party including gifts from recycled materials.
Activity 8:Workshop in UNRWA school on the international land day
Location and date: Al Wallajah village, March22, 2018
Number of participants: 20 students
Results: Organized workshop with the students in UNRWA school about water on the
international water day. The students were divided into four groups to collect water samples
from the school. They tested the water for any coliform or E.coli bacteria in the water, and
checked if there was enough residual chlorine to kill any microorganisms inside.
Activity 9: Planting trees
Location and date: Al wallajah village, March 30, 2018
Number of participants: 15 students

Results: A group of farmers from the village with the help of the students and local volunteers
planted different kind of trees in area c of the village.
Activity 10:Lecture about water testing
Location and date: Lajee center, April6, 2018
Number of participants: 20 students
Results: presented lecture about water testing and the problems
Activity 11:Plant seeds around Ansar center
Location and date: Ansar center, April13, 2018
Number of participants: 15 students
Results: The students plant seeds around Ansar center with the help of the volunteers from Al
wallajah village.
Activity 12:Workshop about recycling of tires
Location and date: Al Wallajah village, April20, 2018
Number of participants: 15 students
Results: The students collected the tires, colored them and planted flowers inside. After that, they
placed them in some gardens in the village. These kinds of activities are increasing the vibrant
and colorful atmosphere within the center and provide students the opportunity to express and
explore their creative side.

Activity 13:Making compost
Location and date: Al Wallajah, April27, 2018
Number of participants: 20 students
Results: We made compost by recycling the organic material and each student brought organic
materials from their homes such as leftover fruit and vegetables. We cut them into small pieces
and then mixed them with dry grass. After two months we will use the natural fertilizers within
the compost, mixed with the soil, for the plants and trees.
Activity 14:Water testing

Location and date: Aida camp, May 4, 2018
Number of participants: four groups
Results: Divided the students into four groups to collect water samples from the houses in Aida
refugee camp as an exchange for places. They tested the water for any coliformor E.coli bacteria
in the water, and check if there is enough residual chlorine to kill any microorganisms inside.
Activity 15:Invite two international
Location and date: Al Wallajah, May6, 2018
Number of participants: 20 students
Results: Invited two international visitors who specialize in environment topics from York
University, they organized different lectures and workshops with them.

